IN THE CLAIMS : 

He^se amend Claims 1, 4, 6, 9, 11, 14, 16, 19, 21 and 22 as follows. 




1. (Currently Amended) /An image processing apparatus for displaying a scene, 
comprising: 

(A) identifying means fjbr identifying an object having copyright-protected information 
among objects constructing the scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) display control mdans for inhibiting generating the scene for displaying on a display 
screen , on the basis of an identification result of said identifying means, by inhibiting a display 
of the object identified by said/identifying means until a predetermined authenticating process is 
finished and allowing a display of objects that are not identified as having copyright-protected 
information. 

2. (Previously Ammded) An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
reproduction inhibiting means for inhibiting a reproduction of video/audio in the case where the 
object whose display is inhibited by said display control means is accompanied with video/audio 
data. 



3. (Previously Amended) An apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising 
synchronizing means for, in the case where the object whose display is inhibited by said display 
control means is accompanied with the video/audio data, synchronizing the display of the object 
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with the reproductionlof said video/audio when the inhibition of the display by said display 
control means is cancelled. 



4. (Currently ^mended) An image processing apparatus for displaying a scene, 
comprising: 

(A) identifying jmeans for identifying an object having copyright-protected information 
among objects constructing the scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) classifying means for classifying the object identified by said identifying means in a 
first group and classifying the other objects in a second group; and 

(C) display control means for controlling th e display of th e sc e ne generating the scene 

1 

for displaying on a display kcreen on the basis of the groups classified by said classifying means 



authenticated and to allow d 



to inhibit display of the object having copyright-protected information that has not been 



isplay of objects not having copyright-protected information. 
\ 

\ 

5. (Previously Amended) An apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said classifying 
means further classifies the object identified by said identifying means and video/audio data 
associated with the object in tlje first group and classifies the other objects and video/audio data 
associated with the other objects in the second group. 



6. (Currently Amendek) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
(A) receiving means far receiving scene data describing a 3-dimensional scene, media 
data associated with said scene data, and copyright-protected data; 
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(B) separating means for s sparating all of the data received by said receiving means; 

(C) access control means tor controlling accesses to the scene data and the media data 
separated by said separating means on the basis of the copyright-protected data separated by said 
separating means; 

(D) media decoding means for decoding the media data separated by said separating 



means; 

(E) scene decoding means 
copyright-unprotected scene data 
basis of the copyright-protected 

(F) rendering means for 
screen on the basis of the media 



fiom 1 



data 



for forming copyright-protected scene data and 

the scene data separated by said separating means on the 
separated by said separating means; and 
rendering the 3 -dimensional scene to be displayed on a display 
decoded by said media decoding means and the 
the copyright-unprotected scene data formed by said scene 



data 



copyright-protected scene data anc 
decoding means. 



7. (Original) An apparatu > according to claim 6, wherein said copyright-protected scene 
data describes a scene which is rendered after authentication, and said copyright-unprotected 
scene data describes a scene which is rendered irrespective of the authentication. 



tus 



8. (Original) An apparai 



for giving an instruction for an acc 



timing for the rendering by said n ndering means 



s according to claim 6, further comprising instructing means 
ess timing in said access control means in order to adjust a 
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9. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus comprising: 
detecting means for d Meeting a copyright protection node from a language describing a 
3-dimensional scene; 

identifying means for identifying a 3-dimensional object designated by the copyright 
protection mode detected by said detecting means; and 

display control means for inhibiting a generating the scene for displaying on a display 
screen by inhibiting display of the 3-dimensional object identified by said identifying means 



until a predetermined authenticati ij 
object that is not identified as havin; 



1 1 . (Currently Amended 



g process is finished and allowing display of a 3-dimensional 
g copyright-protected information. 



10. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said language is a VRML. 



An image processing method of displaying a scene, 



comprising: 

(A) an identifying step of identifying an object having copyright-protected information 



among objects constructing the scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 



(B) a display control step of 



inhibi t ing generating the screen for displaying on a display 



screen , on the basis of an identificatic n result in said identifying step, by inhibiting a display of 
the object identified in said identifying step until a predetermined authenticating process is 
finished and allowing display of objecjts that are not identified as having copyright-protected 
inforrnation. 
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12. (Previously Amended) A method according to claim 11, further comprising a 
reproduction inhibiting step of inhibiting a reproduction of video/audio in the case where the 
object whose display is inhibited i i said display control step is accompanied with video/audio 
data. 



13. (Previously Amendec|) 
synchronizing step of, in the case 
control step is accompanied with 
with the reproduction of the 
step is cancelled. 



A method according to claim 12, further comprising a 
\khere the object whose display is inhibited in said display 
video/audio data, synchronizing the display of the object 
videoMudio when the inhibition of the display in said display control 



tlie 



14. (Currently Amended) 



An image processing method of displaying a scene, 



comprising: 

(A) an identifying step of identifying an object having copyright-protected information 
among objects constructing the scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) a classifying step of classifying the object identified in said identifying step in a 
first group and classifying the other objects in a second group; and 



(C) a display control step of 



ontrolling the display of t he scen e generating the scene for 



displaying on a display on the basis oi the groups classified in said classifying step to inhibit 



display of the object having copyright 
to allow display of objects not having 



protected information that has not been authenticated and 
:opyright-protected information. 
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15. (Previously Amended) 
step, the object identified in said 
are classified in the first group 
other objects are classified in the 



and 



A method according to claim 14, wherein in said classifying 
identifying step and video/audio data associated with the object 

the other objects and video/audio data associated with the 
second group. 



16. (Currently Amended) An image processing method comprising: 
(A) a receiving step of leceiving scene data describing a 3-dimensional scene, media 
data associated with said scene data, and copyright-protected data; 



(B) a separating step o 

(C) an access control 
separated in said separating step 
separating step; 

(D) a media decoding 

(E) a scene decoding 



basis of the copyright-protected 
(F) a rendering step o 



separating all of the data received in said receiving step; 
stjep of controlling accesses to the scene data and the media data 
on the basis of the copyright-protected data separated in said 

step of decoding the media data separated in said separating step; 
ep of forming copyright-protected scene data and 



copyright-unprotected scene daia from the scene data separated in said separating step on the 



data separated in said separating step; and 
tendering the 3-dimensional scene to be displayed on a display 
screen on the basis of the medife data decoded in said media decoding step and the 
copyright-projected scene data and the copyright-unprotected scene data formed in said scene 
decoding^tep. 
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17. (Original) A method according to claim 16, wherein said copyright-protected scene 
data describes a soene which is rendered after authentication, and said copyright-unprotected 
scene data describes a scene which is rendered irrespective of the authentication. 

18. (Original) A method according to claim 16, further comprising an instructing step 
of giving an instruction for an access timing in said access control step in order to adjust a timing 
for the rendering in saicA rendering step. 



19. (Currently Almended) An image processing method comprising: 

(A) a detecting si[ep of detecting a copyright protection node from a language describing 
a 3 -dimensional scene; 

(B) an identifying kep of identifying a 3-dimensional object designated by the 
copyright protection node detected in said detecting step; and 

(C) a display control step of inhibiting a generating the scene for displaying on a 
display screen by inhibiting display of the 3-dimensional object identified in said identifying step 
until a predetermined authenticating process is finished and allowing display of 3-dimensional 
objects that are not identified as Aaving copyright-protected information. 



20. (Original) A method according to claim 19, wherein said language is a VRML. 



21. (Currently Amended) Ah image processing system comprising a transmitting 
apparatus and a receiving apparatus, wjierein 
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(A) said transmitting apparatus includes transmitting means for transmitting scene data 
describing a 3 -dimensional scene, media data associated with said scene data, and 
copyright-protected data, and 

(B) said deceiving apparatus includes: 

receiving means for receiving the scene data describing the 3 -dimensional scene, the 
media data associated with said scene data, and the copyright-protected data which were 
transmitted from said transmitting apparatus; 

separating mesms for separating all of the data received by said receiving means; access 
control means for controlling accesses to the scene data and the media data separated by said 
separating means on the basis of the copyright-protected data separated by said separating means; 

media decoding rleans for decoding the media data-separated by said separating means; 

scene decoding means for forming copyright-protected scene data and 
copyright-unprotected scene (rata from the scene data separated by said separating means on the 
basis of the copyright-protected data separated by said separating means; and 

rendering means for rendering the 3-dimensional scene to be displayed on a display 

screen on the basis of the media dWa decoded by said media decoding means and the 
_ y 

copyright-protected scene data and me copyright-unprotected scene data formed by said scene 
decoding means. 

22. (Currently Amended) A storage medium which stores a computer program, said 
computer program comprising: 
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(A) an identifying module for identifying an object having copyright-protected 
information among objects constructing a scene on the basis of data describing the scene; and 

(B) a display control module for inhibffing generating the scene for displaying on a 
display screen , on the basis of an identification result of said identifying module, by inhibiting a 
display of the object identified by the identifying process by said identifying module until a 
predetermined authenticating process is finished and allowing display of objects that are not 
identified as having copyright-protected information. 
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